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Abstract: Metaphors are a powerful tool in political discourse, shaping
how people perceive complex issues by framing them in more familiar terms. They
enable politicians to simplify abstract concepts, evoke emotions, and guide public
opinion by influencing thought patterns and values. Common metaphors such as
"war on terror," "political battleground,” or "economic engine" transform
abstract ideas into relatable, tangible imagery, making policies and ideologies
more accessible to diverse audiences. However, metaphors also have the potential
to manipulate, oversimplify, or reinforce biases, highlighting their dual-edged
nature. In political discourse, metaphors not only serve as linguistic devices but
also as strategic mechanisms for persuasion, conflict framing, and identity
construction, reflecting the interplay between language, power, and society.
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Annomauyun: Memaghopor a6nAI0MCA  MOWHBIM  UHCMPYMEHMOM 8
NONUMUYECKOM OUCKYPCe, hopMupys OCHpUsmUe CILONCHLIX BONPOCO8 Yepe3
npusmy 6onee 3uakomvix nousamuu. OHU NO3BONAIOM NOIUMUKAM YAPOWAMb
abcmpakmuvle KOHYenyuu, 6bl3bleamsv IMOYUU U HANPAGIAMb 00UeCmEeHHoe
MHeHue, GIUsAs Ha MoOenu MululleHus u yeHnocmu. Pacnpocmpanénnvie
Memaghopul, maxue Kak «8OUHA C MEPPOPUSMOMY, K HOTUMUYECKOe nojie O0sL» Ul
«IKOHOMUYECKULl 08UAMENby, NPespawaom adbcmpakmuvle uoeu 8 NOHAMHbLe
o0pasvl, Oenas NONUMUKY U Udeonrocuu Oonee OOCMYNHbIMU OJisl WUPOKOLL

ayoumopuu. QoHako memaghopvl makice MoO2ym MAHUNYIUpO8aAmy, Ype3mMePHO
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YRpowams Uiy YKpenisime HNpeos3samocmu, 4mo NnoO4épKugaem ux O0BOSKYIO
npupody. B nonumuueckom ouckypce memaghopui cysxcam He moibKo A36IKOBbIMU
cpeocmeamu,  HO U CMPAMeESUHecCKUMU  MeXamuzmamu  yoexcoeHus,
KOHCMPYUPOBAHUSL  UOCHMUYHOCMU U  ONpeodeleHuss pamMoK KOHGQIUKMOS,
ompaoicas 83aumooelicmsue A3viKd, 61acmu U ooujecmaa.

Knrouosue cnoea: /luckypc, uoeonoeus, a3vik, memagopa, obujecmao,
NOAUMUKA, 811ACTb, YOedcOeHUe, YeHHOCMU, (petiMuHe

Annotatsiya: Metaforalar siyosiy nutqda murakkab masalalarni yanada
tushunarliroq bo ‘Igan tushunchalar orqali ifodalashda kuchli vosita hisoblanadi.
Ular siyosatchilarga mavhum tushunchalarni soddalashtirish, hissiyotlarni
uyg ‘otish va jamoatchilik fikrini shakllantirishga yordam beradi, fikrlash va
qadriyatlar modeliga ta'sir ko ‘rsatadi. "Terrorizmga qarshi urush”, "siyosiy jang
maydoni" yoki "igtisodiy dvigatel" kabi keng tarqalgan metaforalar mavhum
g‘oyalarni oson anglash mumkin bo ‘lgan obrazlarga aylantiradi va siyosat
hamda mafkuralarni keng omma uchun tushunarli giladi. Ammo metaforalar
manipulyatsiya qilish, haddan tashqari soddalashtirish yoki tarafkashlikni
mustahkamlash salohiyatiga ham ega bo ‘lib, ularning ikki tomonlama tabiatini
ko ‘rsatadi. Siyosiy nutqda metaforalar nafaqat lingvistik vosita, balki ishontirish,
nizolarni shakllantirish va identifikatsiyani qurishning strategik mexanizmi
sifatida til, kuch va jamiyat o ‘rtasidagi o ‘zaro bog ‘liqlikni aks ettiradi.

Kalit so’zlar: Diskurs, ideologiya, ishontirish, jamiyat, qadriyatlar,

metafora, nutq, siyosat, kuch, freyming

Metaphors are essential tools in political discourse, shaping how
individuals and societies perceive and engage with complex political realities.
They function as cognitive frameworks that help people process abstract or
unfamiliar issues by linking them to concrete and relatable concepts (Lakoff &
Johnson, 1980). For example, metaphors like "war on terror" or "economic
engine" translate complex topics into vivid, easily understood imagery, aligning

public understanding with a specific narrative (Chilton, 2004). These metaphors
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not only clarify abstract ideas but also frame public debates, subtly guiding how
issues are discussed and evaluated.

One of the most significant impacts of metaphor in politics is its role
in framing, which shapes the way political conflicts, policies, and ideologies are
perceived. Framing theory highlights how language choices emphasize certain
aspects of an issue while downplaying others (Entman, 1993). For instance,
metaphors such as "political battleground" evoke competition and conflict,
emphasizing division and the need for victory. Similarly, the metaphor of
"building the future" suggests progress, unity, and constructive action, which
aligns with values of optimism and collective responsibility (Charteris-Black,
2011). Such metaphors are not neutral; they are imbued with ideological bias,
influencing public opinion and reinforcing power structures. Metaphors also serve
as tools of persuasion in political communication. Politicians often employ
emotionally charged metaphors to evoke public support and justify their policies.
For instance, militaristic metaphors like "war on drugs" frame societal issues as
battles that require urgent and decisive action, appealing to a sense of crisis and
moral duty (Musolff, 2016). However, these metaphors can oversimplify
multidimensional problems, reducing them to binary narratives of victory and
defeat, thereby limiting the scope of alternative solutions.

In addition to persuasion, metaphors play a crucial role in the construction
of ideology and identity. By embedding shared values and beliefs within
metaphorical language, political actors create narratives that resonate with
societal norms and cultural expectations (van Dijk, 1998). For example,
metaphors like "protecting the homeland" evoke a sense of duty and collective
identity, fostering solidarity among citizens while legitimizing government
actions. Similarly, economic metaphors such as "fiscal health" or "economic
recovery" frame economic policies as matters of life and wellness, aligning them
with deeply ingrained cultural values. Despite their utility, metaphors also carry
risks. They can manipulate public perception, reinforce stereotypes, and

perpetuate ideological biases. For instance, the metaphor "flood of immigrants"
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frames migration as a natural disaster, invoking fear and urgency while
dehumanizing migrants (Charteris-Black, 2011). Such metaphors not only shape
discourse but also influence policy decisions, often in ways that marginalize
vulnerable groups. This underscores the dual-edged nature of metaphors: while
they simplify and clarify, they can also distort and mislead. Furthermore, the
interplay between language, power, and society is evident in the strategic
deployment of metaphors in political discourse. Politicians and media often use
metaphors to legitimize their authority, marginalize opposing views, and control
the narrative. As Lakoff and Johnson (1980) argue, metaphors are not just
linguistic devices but cognitive tools that reflect and reinforce societal power
dynamics. The metaphorical framing of political debates thus becomes a site of
ideological contestation, where competing narratives vie for dominance.

In conclusion, metaphors in political discourse serve as more than
rhetorical flourishes; they are central to how political realities are constructed,
understood, and contested. By framing conflicts, persuading audiences, and
constructing ideological narratives, metaphors influence public opinion and shape
societal values. However, their potential to oversimplify, manipulate, and
reinforce biases necessitates a critical approach to their use. As society becomes
increasingly aware of the power of language, understanding the role of metaphors
in political discourse is essential for fostering informed and inclusive debates.
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