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Abstract. Grammar serves as the structural foundation of language, playing
a crucial role in both facilitating communication and driving linguistic evolution.
This article examines how grammatical structures shift over time, focusing on
processes such as grammaticalization, analogy, and reanalysis.It also explores
factors influencing grammatical transformations, such as sociolinguistic
dynamics,  cognitive  constraints,  and technological advancements. By
analyzing historical examples like the shift from Old to Modern English and the
development of Romance languages from Latin, the study highlights  how
grammar evolves to meet the changing needs of speakers. Understanding
these processes offers valuable insights into the continuous adaptation of
language over time
Keywords: Grammar, language change, grammaticalization, historical
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Introduction. Language is a powerful tool that constantly evolves to meet
the needs of society, culture, and cognition. While changes in vocabulary and

pronunciation are easily noticeable, the evolution of grammar also plays a crucial
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role in shaping language. Grammar, which includes syntax, morphology, and
phonological rules, forms the foundation of language structure. It allows
individuals to convey complex ideas, establish connections between words, and
express abstract concepts effectively. The changes in grammar occur gradually
over time, reflecting the natural processes of linguistic adaptation. These changes
are not random but are guided by systematic mechanisms such as
grammaticalization, analogy, and the influence of language contact. Social,
cognitive, and technological factors also contribute to these shifts, demonstrating
grammar's ability to adapt to the needs of its users. This article explores the
linguistic significance of grammar in language evolution, examining its
mechanisms, influences, and historical examples. By studying these processes,
we can gain a deeper understanding of how languages develop and change over
time, contributing to our broader knowledge of linguistic diversity and human
communication. Grammaticalization is a crucial process in which words or
phrases transition from having specific meanings to serving grammatical
functions. For example, the English word "will," originally meaning "to want,"
evolved into a marker of future tense. Similarly, in various languages, spatial
terms like "on" and "in" have transformed into markers of more abstract
relationships, such as aspect or case.

Analogy simplifies irregular patterns byaligning them with regular ones,
enhancing predictability in language. For example, Old English verbs like help
(past: holp) adopted the regular -ed suffix to become helped. This process reduces
cognitive load for language learners by making forms more uniform.

Findings. Between the 15th and 18th centuries, the phonetic and
grammatical systems of English underwent significant transformations. Vowel
sounds shifted, and new grammatical features emerged, such as the increased use
of helping verbs. As Latin evolved into Romance languages like Spanish, French,
and Italian, grammar became simpler. The intricate system of word endings in

Latin was replaced by prepositions and a fixed word order in its descendants.
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In Old English, cases were used to show relationships between words,
but as time passed, word order and prepositions took over, making Modern
English easier to understand for speakers. Today, linguists not only study grammar
as a set of rules but also as a reflection of cultural and cognitive shifts. With the
help of corpus linguistics and computational tools, researchers can now observe
and even predict grammatical changes as they happen, providing fresh
perspectives on how language evolves over time.

The shift in vowel pronunciation coincided with changes in
grammatical features, such as the increased reliance on auxiliary verbs.The
transition from Latin to its daughter Romance languages involved simplifying
grammatical structures. For example, Latin’s complex inflectional system was
replaced with prepositions and fixed word order in Spanish, French, and
[talian.Old English used an elaborate case system to indicate grammatical
relationships. Over time, these cases were replaced by word order and
prepositions, making Modern English more accessible to speakers.In modern
linguistics, grammar is studied not only as a system of rules but also as a reflection
of cultural and cognitive trends. Corpus linguistics and computational tools have
enabled researchers to observe and predict grammatical changes in real-time,
offering new insights into the evolution of language.

Conclusion. Grammar plays a foundational role in shaping and reflecting
language change. By understanding its mechanisms, such as
grammaticalization and analogy, and the external factors driving these shifts,
linguists can better appreciate the fluid nature of language. Historical examples
highlight grammar’s adaptability, demonstrating its responsiveness to societal,
cognitive, and technological influences. As languages continue to evolve, the
study of grammar remains essential for understanding the intricate dynamics

of human communication.
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