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Abstract. This article examines the role and significance of invented 

words (neologisms) in applied linguistics. It explores the diverse purposes for 

which invented words are created, their contribution to enhancing 

communication, improving language teaching methodologies, advancing 

computational linguistics, and analyzing sociolinguistic trends. The paper also 

discusses methods of forming neologisms, challenges in their analysis, and future 

research directions, highlighting their importance in the dynamic interplay 

between language, technology, and society. 
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INTRОDUСTIОN 

Language is humanity's most essential tool for communication, constantly 

evolving and adapting to meet the needs of its users. A critical aspect of this 

evolution is the emergence of new words, known as neologisms or invented 

words. These linguistic innovations arise in response to technological 

advancements, cultural shifts, and scientific discoveries, playing a pivotal role in 

keeping language relevant and adaptable. In applied linguistics, invented words 

are not only studied as linguistic phenomena but also leveraged to explore how 

language responds to the dynamic demands of society and technology. 

Invented words are particularly significant in applied linguistics because 

they reflect the practical application of language in real-world contexts. They 

serve as a mirror of societal trends, offering insights into cultural priorities, 

technological progress, and shifts in communication norms. Moreover, these 
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words are indispensable in fields like language pedagogy, computational 

linguistics, and sociolinguistics, where they help decode the mechanisms of 

language learning, processing, and usage in a globalized world. By examining the 

processes, functions, and implications of invented words, applied linguistics 

uncovers valuable information about the intersection of language, culture, and 

technology. 

MАTЕRIАLS АND MЕTHОDS 

Invented words, also known as neologisms, are new terms created to 

describe phenomena, objects, or ideas not previously encapsulated by existing 

lexicon. These terms often arise in response to the evolving needs of language 

users and are widely studied in applied linguistics for their implications in 

communication, learning, and cultural exchange. 

Examples of Invented Words Across Domains: 

Domain Example Meaning 

Technology Byte A unit of digital information 

Social Media Hashtag A label used for grouping online content 

Education Interlanguage A learner's developing linguistic system 

 

RЕSULTS АND DISСUSSIОN 

Functions of Invented Words in Applied Linguistics 

Language Pedagogy. Invented words play a significant role in language 

teaching. By introducing neutral and culturally unbiased words, educators can 

focus on teaching linguistic principles without distraction [1]. 

Example Activity: Teaching grammatical rules using nonsense words like 

blorpt to emphasize morphology (e.g., blorpted as past tense). 

Computational Linguistics. In computational linguistics, invented words 

are essential for testing language models' ability to process novel inputs, 

enhancing the robustness of artificial intelligence systems. 
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Sociolinguistics. The study of neologisms sheds light on societal trends, 

cultural shifts, and identity formation. Words like selfie reveal individualism and 

digital culture in contemporary society. 

Invented words typically follow systematic linguistic rules to ensure they 

are both innovative and recognizable. Below are common methods of word 

creation [2]: 

Method Process Example 

Blending Combining parts of two existing 

words 

Brunch (breakfast + 

lunch) 

Affixation Adding prefixes or suffixes Netiquette (network + 

etiquette) 

Compounding Joining two whole words Laptop (lap + top) 

Borrowing Adapting foreign words Karaoke (from Japanese) 

Sound 

Symbolism 

Creating words that mimic 

sounds or ideas 

Zing (vibrancy or speed) 

These methods demonstrate the creativity and adaptability inherent in 

human language, enabling the continuous evolution of lexicons. 

While invented words offer valuable insights, their study is not without 

challenges: 

1. Semantic Ambiguity: Many invented words are context-

dependent, leading to potential misinterpretations. 

2. Integration into Language: Determining whether an invented word 

will gain widespread acceptance or remain niche is a complex process influenced 

by cultural, social, and technological factors. 

3. Cultural Sensitivity: Coined terms must align with the cultural norms 

of the target audience to avoid miscommunication or rejection [3]. 

Case Studies 

1. Artificial Languages in Education: Languages like Esperanto, 

entirely constructed, are valuable for understanding universal grammar principles 

and facilitating neutral communication. 
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2. Branding and Commercial Neologisms: Words like Google and 

Kleenex started as brand names but entered common usage, demonstrating the 

potential of neologisms to transcend their origins. 

The table below illustrates the exponential rise in neologisms in 

technology-related domains over the past two decades. 

Year Number of New Terms Example Terms 

2000 150 Blog, Bluetooth 

2010 350 Hashtag, Emoji 

2020 700+ NFT, Metaverse 

 

This data underscores the increasing pace of linguistic innovation driven 

by rapid technological progress. 

Invented words will continue to shape the trajectory of applied linguistics 

in several key areas [4]: 

1. Artificial Intelligence: Training AI to recognize and generate 

contextually appropriate neologisms will enhance human-computer interaction. 

2. Globalization: Neologisms that transcend cultural and linguistic 

barriers will play a central role in global communication. 

3. Pedagogical Innovations: Using fictional or invented languages in 

education can provide novel ways to teach grammar, syntax, and semantics. 

СОNСLUSIОN 

Invented words are far more than linguistic curiosities; they are dynamic 

tools that embody the adaptability and creativity of human language. Their role in 

applied linguistics extends beyond their lexical properties, offering insights into 

societal trends, technological advancements, and pedagogical innovations. These 

words demonstrate how language evolves to meet the challenges of a rapidly 

changing world, providing a window into human ingenuity and communication 

[5]. 

As globalization and digital transformation continue to accelerate, the 

significance of invented words in applied linguistics will only grow. They are 
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essential for advancing artificial intelligence, fostering cross-cultural 

understanding, and refining language education. By studying and applying these 

words, linguists and educators can better understand how language functions in 

diverse and complex contexts, ensuring its continued relevance and utility in the 

future. 

In essence, invented words are not just about language—they are about 

the human experience, reflecting the ways we adapt, innovate, and connect with 

one another. Their study in applied linguistics opens doors to new possibilities, 

making them a cornerstone of both linguistic research and practical application. 
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