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Abstract: One important literary technique authors employ to set readers 

up for future events in a story is foreshadowing. John Steinbeck employs 

foreshadowing in Of Mice and Men to create tension and emotional depth while 

obliquely implying the tragedies that the characters will inevitably face. By 

incorporating foreshadowing into the narrative through symbolic components, 

dialogues, and significant occurrences, Steinbeck reflects on the story's main 

themes of friendship, loneliness, and dashed hopes. This article explores 

significant foreshadowing moments in the novella and considers how they 

contribute to the work's increased effect on readers. 
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Introduction 

One of the most remarkable aspects of John Steinbeck's novella, Of Mice 

and Men, is its use of foreshadowing, a literary device that Steinbeck uses with 

precision to create an atmosphere of foreboding and inevitability. Foreshadowing 

is woven into character actions, symbolic imagery, and dialogue, subtly alerting 

readers to the tragic outcome of the story. This technique not only enhances the 

narrative's emotional resonance but also reinforces its central themes, making it a 

cornerstone of Steinbeck's storytelling. 

Foreshadowing in Of Mice and Men 
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Lennie's Power and Its Repercussions Lennie's incapacity to control his 

behavior is established right away by the contrast between his tremendous 

physical power and his impressionable mentality. Foreshadowing throughout the 

narrative is built upon this dynamic. Evidence George's reprimand of Lennie for 

accidentally killing mice by clutching them too closely is the first instance of 

Lennie's habit of caressing small creatures to death. Lennie's failure to see his own 

strength serves as a premonition of the puppy's and Curley's wife's eventual 

deaths. "You always kill 'em," George warns Lennie, a clear indicator of Lennie's 

inadvertent but harmful impulses. 

Significance: In addition to increasing tension, this recurring pattern 

draws attention to Lennie's character's conflict between danger and innocence. It 

serves as a reminder to readers that even though Lennie's acts were inadvertent, 

they could still have disastrous consequences. 

How Candy's Dog Was Shot A powerful metaphor for Lennie's fate, 

Candy's elderly, crippled dog highlights the grim reality of their society. Evidence 

Carlson's insistence on shooting Candy's dog because it is "no good to itself" is 

reminiscent of George's subsequent act of mercy in taking Lennie's life. "I should 

have shot that dog myself," Candy regrets, hinting at George's determination to 

take Lennie's life himself rather than letting someone else do it. Significance: This 

scene exemplifies the novella's themes of accountability, compassion, and the 

certainty of loss. The harsh realities that the disenfranchised had to deal with 

during the Great Depression are highlighted by the comparison between the dog's 

situation and Lennie's eventual demise. 

Curley's hostility Curley's animosity against bigger men, especially 

Lennie, foreshadows a confrontation that intensifies throughout the narrative. 

Evidence The violent altercation between Curley and Lennie is hinted at in their 

first encounter, in which Curley confronts Lennie violently and without 

provocation. Lennie is warned by George to "stay away from Curley," implying 

that disaster is on the horizon. Significance: In addition to creating tension in the 

story, Curley's hostility prepares the audience for the conclusion, in which 
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Lennie's power results in a deadly altercation. This dynamic is a reflection of the 

power struggles that are present in the characters' surroundings. 

Instructions from George to Hide George tells Lennie early on in the 

narrative to hide in the brush by the river if he gets into difficulty. Evidence After 

Lennie unintentionally kills Curley's wife, the seemingly straightforward directive 

takes immense significance when he really runs to the brush. The novella's 

circular format, which starts and ends at the riverbank, emphasizes how inevitable 

Lennie's terrible fate was. Meaning: As readers come to understand that trouble is 

not a question of "if," but rather "when," this prediction engenders a sense of 

gloom. The concepts of safety and inevitable fate in the lives of the protagonists 

are emphasized by the riverbank's recurring imagery. 

Farm's Dream Although George and Lennie's desire of owning a farm is a 

ray of optimism throughout the novella, Steinbeck's use of foreshadowing 

consistently undermines it. Evidence Lennie's unintentional actions or Curley's 

wife's interference are frequent reminders of the characters' harsh reality that 

follow their frequent conversations about the farm. Crooks foreshadows the 

demise of their goal when he says, "Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody 

gets no land." Significance: During the Great Depression, the unachievable ideal 

symbolizes the suffering of those on the margins. Steinbeck's hint at its failure 

illustrates the characters' despair and the structural barriers they encounter. 

Thematic Implications of Foreshadowing 

The novella's examination of its main themes is deepened by 

foreshadowing in Of Mice and Men: The Fragility of Dreams: The persistent 

suggestions that George and Lennie's dream is unattainable highlight the 

brittleness of hope in a world shaped by social inequality and economic hardship; 

Isolation and Loneliness: Curley's wife's tragic demise, hinted at by her flirtations 

and isolation, reflects the destructive effects of loneliness and unfulfilled 

emotional needs; Mercy and Responsibility: The analogy between Candy's dog 

and Lennie highlights the moral quandaries that the characters face, raising 
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questions about the nature of mercy and the weight of responsibility in a cruel 

world. 

Circle of Violence: From Lennie's inadvertent deeds to Curley's hostility, 

foreshadowing exposes the unavoidable circle of violence that characterizes the 

lives of the protagonists. 

Conclusion  

The way that John Steinbeck used foreshadowing in Of Mice and Men is 

a literary masterwork. Through recurrent images, character interactions, and 

symbolic happenings, Steinbeck crafts a story that is tense and inevitable. In 

addition to enhancing the novella's emotional effect, foreshadowing serves to 

reaffirm its ideas and provide readers with a deep understanding of human nature. 

Steinbeck makes sure that, despite the tragedy of the story's ending, it feels both 

inevitable and profoundly significant by meticulously structuring each foreboding 

moment. 
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