
JOURNAL OF NEW CENTURY INNOVATIONS 
 

https://scientific-jl.org/index.php/new                                         Volume–69_Issue-1_January-2025 
7 

TEACHING AUXILIARY VERBS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

EDUCATION: A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH 

 

IIV Kashkadarya Academic Lyceum 

English Teacher: Berdiyeva Zamona 

 

Abstract 

This article explores the critical role of auxiliary verbs in English grammar, 

emphasizing their importance for constructing various verb tenses, moods, and voices. 

It examines different types of auxiliary verbs, including modal auxiliaries and primary 

auxiliaries, as well as their specific functions in English syntax. The paper delves into 

practical teaching strategies and techniques, focusing on overcoming the challenges 

that learners often face. This includes using contextualized examples, interactive 

activities, and technological tools. The article underscores the necessity of a clear and 

systematic approach to auxiliary verb instruction to foster effective language learning 

and fluent communication. 
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Introduction 

Auxiliary verbs, also known as helping verbs, are crucial elements of English 

grammar that play a key role in forming various verb tenses, expressing modality, and 

constructing passive voice sentences. They enable speakers and writers to convey a 

wide range of meanings and nuances. For English language learners, a thorough 

understanding and mastery of auxiliary verbs are essential for clear and effective 

communication. This paper will address the significance of auxiliary verbs in English 

language learning, the challenges associated with their instruction, and practical 

methods and strategies to facilitate effective teaching. 

The Importance of Auxiliary Verbs in English Grammar 

Auxiliary verbs are the workhorses of English grammar, supporting main verbs 

and providing crucial grammatical information. A firm grasp of auxiliary verbs allows 

learners to accurately express complex ideas and understand spoken and written 

English. Without a good understanding of auxiliary verbs, learners will struggle with 

basic grammatical structures and more complex language. 

Tense Formation: Auxiliary verbs are necessary for forming various tenses, such 

as continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous forms. 

Mood Expression: Modal auxiliary verbs express various modalities, such as 

possibility, necessity, obligation, and permission. 

Voice Construction: Auxiliary verbs are essential for forming passive voice 

sentences, changing the focus of the sentence. 
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Question Formation: Auxiliary verbs are used to form questions, including yes/no 

questions and tag questions. 

Negation: Auxiliary verbs facilitate the formation of negative statements by 

adding "not" or contractions like "n't". 

Clarity and Precision: Proper usage of auxiliary verbs enhances clarity and 

precision in both spoken and written communication. 

Classifying Auxiliary Verbs 

A clear understanding of the types and categories of auxiliary verbs is crucial for 

teaching effectively. Auxiliary verbs are generally classified into two primary 

categories: primary auxiliaries and modal auxiliaries. 

 

Primary Auxiliary Verbs: 

"Be": used to form continuous tenses (e.g., is running, were walking) and passive 

voice (e.g., is written, was broken). 

"Have": used to form perfect tenses (e.g., have eaten, had finished). 

"Do": used to form questions and negatives in the present simple and past simple 

tenses (e.g., Do you like, Did they go). 

Modal Auxiliary Verbs: 

Expressing possibility or uncertainty: can, could, may, might. 

Expressing obligation or necessity: must, have to, ought to, should. 

Expressing willingness or intention: will, would, shall. 

Expressing ability or capacity: can, could, be able to. 

Semi-Modals: 

These function similarly to modals, but can also behave like ordinary verbs (e.g., 

need to, dare to, used to). 

Practical Teaching Strategies for Auxiliary Verbs 

Effective instruction requires a variety of practical methods to help learners 

understand and use auxiliary verbs effectively. 

Contextualized Examples: Introduce auxiliary verbs in context through stories, 

dialogues, or real-life scenarios. 

Tense Charts: Use tense charts to visually illustrate how auxiliary verbs are used 

to form different tenses. 

Sentence Transformation Drills: Provide exercises where students transform 

sentences, focusing on adding or changing auxiliary verbs. 

Gap-Filling Activities: Use gap-fill activities where learners need to fill in missing 

auxiliary verbs correctly. 

Pair and Group Work: Engage students in discussions and collaborative activities 

that require using auxiliary verbs. 

Visual Aids: Utilize diagrams and visual aids to explain the functions of auxiliary 
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verbs and how they change tense and mood. 

Real-life examples: Use real-life examples to show the use of auxiliaries in 

everyday context, including news articles, conversations, and stories. 

Leveraging Technology in Teaching Auxiliary Verbs 

Technology offers several valuable tools for enhancing auxiliary verb instruction. 

Interactive Grammar Apps: Use apps with built-in quizzes and exercises that 

allow learners to practice auxiliary verbs. 

Online Grammar Websites: Utilize websites that offer grammar explanations, 

interactive exercises, and practice quizzes focused on auxiliary verbs. 

Video Resources: Employ videos that explain the functions of auxiliary verbs with 

visuals and examples. 

Online Language Labs: Use language lab platforms that enable learners to record 

sentences and receive feedback on their usage of auxiliary verbs. 

Presentation Software: Use presentation tools with multimedia elements to 

explain and practice auxiliary verbs more engagingly. 

Addressing Challenges in Teaching Auxiliary Verbs 

Teaching auxiliary verbs comes with challenges, both for educators and learners. 

Here are some common hurdles and how to overcome them: 

 

Learners' Confusion with Multiple Forms: Learners might find it difficult to 

differentiate between various forms of auxiliary verbs. Use visual aids and consistent 

practice for clarity. 

L1 Interference: Learners’ native language may not have similar auxiliary verb 

systems. Identify specific interference issues and address them explicitly. 

Modal Verb Complexity: Modal verbs carry multiple meanings, making them 

challenging to master. Break down each modal verb and its uses separately. 

Passive Voice Difficulty: The passive voice can be confusing to learners. Provide 

ample practice with clear explanation. 

Time Constraints: It's essential to balance instruction on auxiliaries with other 

elements of language learning. Incorporate auxiliary practice throughout the 

curriculum. 

Lack of engaging resources: Use games, puzzles, and story-telling to help learners 

understand the importance of correct auxiliary usage. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

A clear understanding of auxiliary verbs is essential for effective English language 

communication. A well-structured approach, combining theoretical explanations, 

practical activities, and technological tools, is vital for successful instruction. 
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Recommendations: 

Systematically integrate auxiliary verb instruction: Introduce auxiliaries from the 

early stages of language learning. 

Contextualize learning: Use relevant, real-life examples in lessons and materials. 

Use interactive methods: Employ a variety of activities to ensure active 

participation from learners. 

Provide clear explanations: Break down the functions and uses of auxiliaries 

clearly and understandably. 

Emphasize practice: Ensure learners get ample opportunities to practice through 

controlled and free practice. 

Use technology effectively: Incorporate apps, online resources, and videos to 

enhance instruction. 

Assess learner understanding regularly: Check learners understanding and 

provide additional support where necessary. 

In summary, a comprehensive approach to teaching auxiliary verbs, combining 

theory with practical application and technological integration, will significantly 

improve the overall proficiency and confidence of English language learners. 
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