
JOURNAL OF NEW CENTURY INNOVATIONS 
 

https://scientific-jl.org/index.php/new                                         Volume–67_Issue-2_December-2024 
164 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF SEMASIOLOGY 

 

Abdurahmonova Shukurona Jahongir qizi 

Faculty of English Languag and Literature 

Department of Foreign Language and Literature 

Fergana State University 

 

   Abstract: This article explores the fundamental characteristics of semasiology, 

the branch of linguistics that studies the meaning of words and their relationships. It 

delves into the core principles of meaning analysis, including polysemy, synonymy, 

antonymy, and homonymy, highlighting their role in understanding semantic 

structures. The discussion emphasizes the distinction between linguistic and 

extralinguistic meaning, the importance of context in interpreting word meanings, and 

the dynamic nature of semantics in different languages. By examining theoretical 

frameworks and practical applications, this study provides a comprehensive overview 

of semasiology's contributions to modern linguistics and its relevance in language 

studies. 
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Introduction 

Semasiology is a crucial branch of linguistics that focuses on studying the 

meaning of words and how these meanings are interpreted within different contexts. 

While onomasiology looks at how different words express the same concept, 

semasiology investigates the meaning embedded within individual words and their 

relationships. This field covers several important concepts like polysemy, synonymy, 

antonymy, and homonymy, which all help in understanding the various layers of 

meaning that a single word can have. 

One of the key aspects of semasiology is how words can change meaning 

depending on the context in which they are used. The study of semantics allows us to 

explore how meanings shift over time due to social, cultural, or contextual factors. In 

this article, I will examine the core characteristics of semasiology, its theoretical 

foundations, and its importance in understanding language and communication more 

deeply. 

Key Concepts in Semasiology 

Semasiology studies the meanings of words and their relationships. Key concepts 

include polysemy, where a word has multiple related meanings, like "bank" meaning a 

financial institution or a river’s edge. Another important idea is synonymy, which deals 
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with words like   "big" and  "large", having similar meanings. Antonymy, or opposite 

meanings, is seen in words like "hot" and "cold". Lastly, homonymy refers to words 

with the same spelling or sound but different meanings, such as "bat" (animal or sports 

equipment). These concepts show how language conveys meaning in diverse ways.¹ 

1. Crystal, David. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. Cambridge 

University Press, 2010. 

The Role of Context in Word Meaning 

Context is crucial in understanding the meaning of words, as it determines how a 

word is interpreted in a given situation. A single word can have multiple meanings, but 

its context clarifies the intended one.² For example, the word "light" can mean not 

heavy or something that illuminates, depending on how it is used.   

Context also helps avoid ambiguity and enhances communication by providing 

clues about the speaker’s intent, cultural background, or tone. Without context, 

understanding word meanings accurately becomes challenging, highlighting its 

essential role in language interpretation and usage.³ 

Importance of Semasiology in Linguistics 

Semasiology plays a vital role in linguistics by focusing on the study of word 

meanings and their relationships.⁴ It helps linguists understand how words convey 

different meanings depending on context, making it essential for analyzing 

communication. This field also explains how language evolves over time, as meanings 

shift due to cultural or social changes.⁵ 

Additionally, semasiology supports language teaching and translation by 

providing tools to interpret words accurately. By studying semasiology, we gain deeper 

insights into how language reflects human thought and how it influences understanding 

across different languages and cultures.⁶ 

Discussion 

Semasiology explores how words convey meaning and adapt to context. Key 

concepts like polysemy and homonymy highlight the complexity of language, while 

the balance between linguistic and extralinguistic meaning demonstrates its dynamic 

nature. Practically, semasiology aids in language teaching and translation by clarifying 

word relationAships and reducing ambiguity. Despite its challenges, the field remains 

essential for understanding communication and the evolution of language. 

Conclusion 

Semasiology plays a key role in linguistics by analyzing how words convey 

meaning in different contexts. It explores essential concepts like polysemy, synonymy, 

and context-dependence, offering insights into the dynamic nature of language. The 

field’s practical applications in teaching and translation make it invaluable for 

improving communication and understanding in a globalized world. 
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