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Abstract: Historical texts serve as a crucial foundation for modern linguistics,
offering insights into the evolution of language, syntax, and semantics over time. By
analyzing ancient manuscripts, inscriptions, and literary works, researchers uncover
patterns that shed light on linguistic shifts and cultural influences. These texts provide
valuable data for reconstructing proto-languages and understanding the development
of language families. Furthermore, they bridge the gap between philology and
contemporary linguistics, emphasizing the interplay between historical context and
modern language structures. This article explores how historical texts continue to shape
linguistic theory and practice in today’s ever-evolving field.

Key words: historical texts, modern linguistics, language evolution, syntax,
semantics, proto-languages, philology

AHHoOTanusA: VicTopudyeckue TEKCThI SIBISIOTCS BaKHEHIIIEWM OCHOBOM st
COBpCMeHHOfI JIMHI'BUCTUKHU, TIPEAOCTABIIAA I/IH(l)OpMaI_[I/IIO 00 3BOJIIOIIMK s3bIKAa,
CHUHTAaKCHCa U CCMAHTHKH C TCUCHHUCM BPCMCHH. Ananus APCBHUX MAHYCKPHIITOB,
Ha)IHHCCﬁ U JIATCPATYPHBIX HpOI/ISBC}IeHI/Iﬁ IO3BOJIACT HUCCICIOBATCIAM BBISABIIATH
3aKOHOMCPHOCTH, IIPOJUBAIOMIUEC CBCET HA A3BIKOBBIC M3MCHCHHA W KYJIbTYPHBIC
BIIUSIHHUSI. OTH TEKCTBI npeaoCTaBJIAIOT HOCHHBIC MOAaHHBIC TJII PCKOHCTPYKIHUHN
IMpasa3bIKOB N IMOHUMAaHUA PA3BHUTHA A3BIKOBBIX cemell. boiee TOro, OHU COCIUHAIOT
(GUIONIOTHUIO M COBPEMEHHYIO JIMHTBUCTUKY, MOAYEPKHUBAS B3aUMOJCHCTBUE MEXKIY
HCTOPHUYCCKHUM KOHTCKCTOM M COBPECMCHHBLIMHU S3BIKOBBIMHU CTPYKTYpPAMMU. B I[&HHOf/i
CTaTb€ paccCMaTPUBAETCS, KaK HCTOPUUYECKHE TEKCTHI MPOAOIDKAIOT (POPMHUPOBATH
JIMHITBUCTHYCCKYIO TCOPUIO U IIPAKTHUKY B ITIOCTOAHHO MCHAIOIICMCA MHPC.

KiaoueBbie cjioBa: HCTOPHUYCCKHUEC TCKCTbI, COBPCMCHHAA JIMHIBUCTHKA,
ABOJTIONHMS S3bIKa, CHHTAKCUC, CEMAHTHKA, MPas3bIKU, (PUIIOTOTHs

Annotatsiya: Tarixiy matnlar zamonaviy tilshunoslikning muhim asosi bo‘lib,
ular til, sintaksis va semantikaning vaqt o‘tishi bilan ganday rivojlanganini ochib
beradi. Qadimiy qo‘lyozmalar, yozuvlar va adabiy asarlarni tahlil qilish orqali
tadqiqotchilar til o‘zgarishlari va madaniy ta’sirlar haqida tushunchalar hosil giluvchi
gonuniyatlarni aniglaydilar. Ushbu matnlar gadimagi tillarni tiklash va til oilalarining
rivojlanishini tushunish uchun qimmatli ma’lumotlarni taqdim etadi. Bundan tashqari,
ular filologiya va zamonaviy tilshunoslikni bog‘lab, tarixiy kontekst va zamonaviy til
tuzilmalari o‘rtasidagi o‘zaro alogani ta’kidlaydi. Ushbu maqolada tarixiy matnlarning
bugungi kunda tilshunoslik nazariyasi va amaliyotiga qanday ta’sir ko‘rsatishda davom
etayotgani tahlil gilinadi.
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Kalit so‘zlar: tarixiy matnlar, zamonaviy tilshunoslik, til evolyutsiyasi, sintaksis,
semantika, gadimagi tillar, filologiya

The influence of historical texts on modern linguistics. The study of historical
texts has been pivotal in shaping modern linguistics, providing insights into language
evolution, syntax, semantics, and the reconstruction of proto-languages. By examining
ancient manuscripts and inscriptions, linguists and philologists can trace the
development of languages and uncover the origins of linguistic structures that define
modern communication.

Understanding language evolution through historical texts. Historical texts are a
gateway to understanding how languages change over time. These texts preserve
evidence of phonological shifts, morphological changes, and vocabulary expansion.
For instance, the Great Vowel Shift in English, documented through historical records,
demonstrates how pronunciation evolved significantly over centuries. By comparing
older forms of a language with its modern counterparts, linguists gain a clearer picture
of language evolution.

Impact on syntax and semantics. The study of syntax in historical texts reveals
how sentence structures have transformed. For example, Old English had a freer word
order compared to Modern English due to its reliance on inflectional endings.
Understanding these changes helps linguists comprehend the relationship between
syntax and meaning in contemporary languages. Similarly, semantics, or the study of
meaning, benefits from historical texts by tracing how word meanings have shifted.
Words like knight, which once meant "servant™ in Old English, now carry a completely
different connotation.

Reconstructing proto-languages. One of the most significant contributions of
historical texts is their role in reconstructing proto-languages. These are hypothetical
ancestral languages from which modern languages descend. Comparative philology
relies on ancient documents to identify cognates—words that share a common origin
across languages. This method has been instrumental in reconstructing Proto-Indo-
European, the ancestor of many European and South Asian languages.

Philology: Bridging history and linguistics. Philology, the study of historical texts
in their cultural context, bridges the gap between linguistics and history. It provides
not only linguistic data but also cultural insights, offering a broader understanding of
how societal changes influence language. For instance, the transition from Latin to the
Romance languages was driven by historical events like the fall of the Roman Empire
and subsequent regional isolation.

Modern applications. The influence of historical texts extends to modern
computational linguistics and natural language processing. By feeding historical data
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into Al models, researchers can develop algorithms to analyze language evolution
patterns, aiding in translation and language preservation.

In conclusion, historical texts are invaluable to modern linguistics. They
illuminate the pathways of language evolution, refine our understanding of syntax and
semantics, and enable the reconstruction of ancient proto-languages. Through the
interdisciplinary lens of philology, these texts continue to shape our comprehension of
language's past, present, and future.
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