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Annotation: The role of culture in language teaching and learning is a 

multifaceted area of study that highlights the intrinsic relationship between language 

and culture. Scholars and educators recognize that language is not only a tool for 

communication but also a reflection of cultural values, beliefs, and social norms. 

Integrating cultural knowledge into language instruction offers learners a more 

authentic and effective way to communicate, providing them with the skills necessary 

for real-world interaction within diverse cultural settings. 
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The role of culture in language teaching and learning has garnered significant 

scholarly attention as educators and linguists increasingly recognize the intrinsic link 

between language and culture. This area of study explores how cultural context shapes 

not only the meanings of words and phrases but also the way language functions in 

social interactions. Incorporating culture into language education has shown to enhance 

learners' understanding and improve their communicative competence, enabling them 

to navigate language beyond mere vocabulary and grammar. 

Culture affects both pragmatic aspects such as politeness strategies, formality, 

and nonverbal cues and broader worldviews, values, and beliefs that shape discourse. 

For example, scholars such as Claire Kramsch argue that language and culture are 

inseparable and advocate for an intercultural approach in language classrooms to foster 

cross-cultural understanding. Additionally, studies by Risager highlight that language 

teaching is also a means of cultural representation, where learners must critically 

examine cultural stereotypes and biases embedded within language instruction. 

Research in this field also explores how teaching methodologies impact cultural 

learning. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), for instance, emphasizes 

interaction and real-life communication, thus inherently supporting cultural integration 

through authentic texts and role-plays. Conversely, structural or grammar-focused 

approaches may overlook these cultural nuances, potentially hindering learners' ability 

to use language effectively in real-world contexts. 
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Overall, examining the role of culture in language teaching and learning 

emphasizes the need for a holistic approach that bridges linguistic proficiency with 

cultural competence. This integration fosters learners’ abilities to not only 

communicate in a foreign language but to do so in a way that is contextually 

appropriate, thus equipping them for meaningful intercultural interactions. 
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