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Annotation:This article delves into the theory behind sentence components, 

analyzing the primary, secondary, and tertiary elements that create sentence structures 

in English. The foundational elements, such as subjects, predicates, objects, and 

complements, are essential for constructing sentences. Principles like agreement, 

consistency, and parallelism play a crucial role in maintaining clarity and correctness. 

Secondary elements, including modifiers, phrases, and clauses, enhance meaning and 

add detail. Additionally, the article discusses tertiary components, like conjunctions, 

interjections, and transitional devices, while pointing out the difficulties they can pose 

in ensuring sentence coherence. By grasping these elements, individuals can improve 

their skills in crafting effective and grammatically accurate sentences. 
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Theory of Sentence Components 

Language is a vital tool for communication, enabling the transmission of 

thoughts, ideas, and feelings through sentences. A sentence is the basic unit of syntax, 

delivering meaning through the organized structure of words and phrases. Grasping the 

components of a sentence and their interconnections is essential for effective 

communication. This article examines the theory of sentence components, including 

their main principles, secondary elements, and the difficulties related to tertiary 

components. 

1. Key Components of a Sentence 

The key components of a sentence are the essential elements that organize it. 

They play a crucial role in grasping the subject-predicate connection, which is 

fundamental to any sentence. 

1.1 Subject 

The subject of a sentence indicates the person, object, or concept that is 

executing the action or being characterized. It typically responds to the questions 

"Who?" or "What?" For instance, in the sentence "The cat sat on the mat," the term 

"cat" serves as the subject since it is carrying out the action. 

1.2 Predicate 

The predicate is the component of a sentence that conveys the action or condition 

related to the subject. It usually includes the verb and gives details about what the 

subject is doing or feeling. For example, in the sentence "The cat sat on the mat," the 

predicate is "sat on the mat." 
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1.3 Objects 

Objects are the elements of a sentence that receive the action performed by the 

verb. There are two categories of objects: direct objects and indirect objects. The direct 

object answers the questions "What?" or "Whom?" For instance, in "She wrote a letter," 

the term "letter" is the direct object. Conversely, an indirect object addresses the 

questions "To whom?" or "For whom?" In the example "She gave him a book," "him" 

serves as the indirect object. 

1.4 Complements 

Complements enhance the meaning of a subject or an object. For example, 

subject complements come after linking verbs and add detail about the subject. In the 

sentence "He is a teacher," "teacher" functions as the subject complement. On the other 

hand, object complements give further information about the direct object, as 

demonstrated in "They elected him president," where "president" acts as the object 

complement. 

2. Guidelines Controlling Sentence Structure 

To guarantee grammatical accuracy and communication clarity, the rules 

governing sentence construction are crucial. These guidelines consist of parallelism, 

agreement, and consistency. 

2.1 The Agreement Principle 

The subject and predicate must agree in person and number, according to this 

concept. In the sentence "The boy runs fast," for example, the singular verb "runs" and 

the singular subject "boy" agree. Any departure from this rule breaks a sentence's 

consistency and flow. 

2.2 The Consistency Principle 

Maintaining uniformity in tense, point of view, and form is essential to sentence 

consistency. Readers may become confused if tenses or points of view are switched 

inside a single sentence. Consistency demands that we say, for instance, "She eats 

breakfast and goes to work," rather than, "She eats breakfast and went to work." 

2.3 The Parallelism Principle 

The usage of comparable structures in linked sentence elements is known as 

parallelism. This rule guarantees that equivalent grammatical forms are used for 

elements of equal value. In the sentence "She enjoys reading, writing, and hiking," for 

instance, the three activities are presented in parallel, giving the sentence cohesion and 

balance. 

3. A Sentence's Secondary Components 

Sentences have secondary components in addition to the core sections, which 

give additional information and explanation. These consist of sentences, phrases, and 

modifiers that enhance the main portions' meaning. 

3.1 Adjustments 

Words, phrases, or clauses that qualify or describe other words in a sentence are 

known as modifiers. They consist of sentences that alter the subject, verb, or object as 

well as adjectives and adverbs. In "The quick fox jumped," for example, the adjective 

"quick" modifies the subject "fox. 

3.2 Expressions 
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A collection of connected words without a subject and a predicate is called a 

phrase. Typical phrase types are as follows: 

Phrases that are nouns: "The red ball" 

The phrase "was running quickly" is a verb. 

Phrases that are prepositional: "on the table" 

The phrase "extremely tired" is an adjective. 

Phrases can be used as subjects, objects, or modifiers in sentences. 

3.3 Sections 

A group of words with a subject and a predicate makes up a sentence. 

Independent and dependent clauses are the two categories of clauses. While dependent 

clauses depend on independent clauses for context, independent clauses can function 

as full sentences on their own. The dependent clause "When he arrived" in "When he 

arrived, the meeting had already started," for example, is unable to stand alone 

4. Tertiary Components and Their Difficulties 

Tertiary components of a sentence serve to enhance the interpretation of the 

primary and secondary elements. Nonetheless, they can complicate sentence 

construction and clarity. These tertiary components consist of conjunctions, 

interjections, and transitional phrases. 

4.1 Conjunctions 

Conjunctions link words, phrases, or clauses, creating logical connections 

between them. Coordinating conjunctions such as "and," "but," and "or" unite similar 

parts, while subordinating conjunctions like "because," "although," and "since" lead 

into dependent clauses. The difficulty emerges when excessive use or incorrect 

positioning of conjunctions results in run-on sentences or fragments.. 

4.2 Interjections 

Interjections convey emotions or responses and are generally unrelated to the 

grammatical structure of the rest of the sentence. They are often followed by an 

exclamation mark, with examples like "Wow!" and "Oh!" The key difficulty with 

interjections is to avoid interrupting the overall flow or coherence of the sentence.  

4.3 Transitional Devices 

Transitional devices, including words like "however," "therefore," and 

"meanwhile," facilitate a seamless connection between ideas or sentences. While they 

are vital for ensuring coherence, excessive use or improper positioning can lead to 

redundancy and disrupt the logical flow of thoughts. 

Conclusion 

Grasping the theory behind the components of a sentence—namely primary, 

secondary, and tertiary parts—is essential for achieving proficiency in grammar and 

communication. The guidelines of agreement, consistency, and parallelism are crucial 

for crafting clear and cohesive sentences. While primary and secondary parts form the 

foundation and support of a sentence, the complexities of tertiary parts require 

meticulous attention to maintain logical connections and fluid transitions. Mastering 

these elements and principles not only improves writing abilities but also facilitates 

effective expression and understanding in any language. 
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