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Annotation:The basic ideas of English syllabic structure are examined in this 

article, which also explains how syllables serve as the units of meaning and 

pronunciation.The different syllable types—open and closed—and how they affect 

phonetic patterns are covered in the article. It highlights basic English syllable forms, 

like CV (consonant-vowel) and CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant), and looks at how 

they affect spoken language's word stress and rhythm.The paper also discusses the 

significance of syllabic organization for literacy and language acquisition, showing 

how syllable comprehension improves spelling and reading.All things considered, the 

paper encourages more research into the connection between syllable structure and 

language processing and is a useful tool for linguists, teachers, and students interested 

in the phonological features of English. 
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Phonemes are typically uttered in sequence rather than alone. Syllables are the 

smallest units of sounding speech and are used to break up sound sequences.A syllable 

can be made up of one or more phonemes, such as a word-final sonorant that comes 

before a consonant or any vowel, either alone or in combination with other consonants. 

Syllabic speech sounds are those that can be combined to make syllables. The peak of 

prominence, or the center of the syllable, is made up of this sound, which is the most 

sonorous in the syllable. Non-syllabic speech sounds are those that cannot be formed 

into syllables. The onset and coda are the terms used to describe the consonants that 

come before and after the peak, respectively. 

The letter V can be used to graphically depict a vowel and the letter C to 

represent a consonant in a word's syllabic structure.There is a specific structure to each 

syllable. Covered is a syllable that starts with a consonant, and uncovered is a syllable 

that starts with a vowel. A syllable is referred to as closed if it ends in a consonant and 

as open if it ends in a vowel. Four primary categories of syllables exist:There is a 

https://scientific-jl.org/


Ta'lim innovatsiyasi va integratsiyasi 

    https://scientific-jl.org/                                                                             33-son_3-to’plam_Noyabr -2024 
 

ISSN:  3030-3621 

47 

specific structure to each syllable. Covered is a syllable that starts with a consonant, 

and uncovered is a syllable that starts with a vowel. A syllable is referred to as closed 

if it ends in a consonant and as open if it ends in a vowel. Four primary categories of 

syllables exist: 

V – uncovered, open, or fully open, e.g. or [o:], I [aɪ]; 

VC – uncovered, closed, e.g. it [ɪt], add [æd]; 

CV – covered, closed, e.g. see [si:], no[nou]; 

CVC – covered, closed, or fully closed, e.g. catch [kæʧ], pit [pɪt]. 

The most basic and frequent syllabic structure in English is of the CVC type; in 

Russian, CV types are more prevalent than VC types. The number of syllabic models 

in English and Russian is nearly equal, with 23 and 21, respectively. Despite the fact 

that both languages use the identical structures, they occur at different frequencies. 

While they are frequently used in English, some of them are incredibly uncommon in 

Russian. The possibility of /l,m,n,r/ becoming syllabic following a consonant is a 

peculiarity of the English language. Sonorants can create the following types of 

syllabic structures: SC: [dɪd-nt], [plez-nt], CSC: [neɪ-ʃnz], [ou-pnz], CS: [teɪ-bl], [ga:-

dn], and S: [aep-l], [bʌt-n]. Sonorants are not syllabic in Russian. 

In English, there can be no more than three consonants before the syllable peak: 

/s/+/p,t,k/+/r,l,w,j/, such as street, squash, and splash.Numerous hypotheses attempt to 

explain the mechanism of syllable division and creation. R.H. Stetson's "expiratory 

theory," which holds that every syllable corresponds to a single expiration, is the 

earliest theory. When a word is pronounced, its syllable count is equal to the number 

of such expirations. The word's syllabic boundary is indicated by the beginning of a 

new expiry. 

Every speaking sound has a unique sonority by nature. Voiceless stops are the 

least sonorous, while open back vowels are the most. Otto Jespersen used seven 

sonority levels to categorize all spoken sounds. 

(1) vowels; 

(2) semi-vowels /j,w,/; 

(3) sonorants /l,r,m,n,ƞ/; 

(4)voiced fricatives /v, z,ʒ,/; 

(5) voiced stops /b,d,g/; 

(6) voiceless fricatives /f,ѳ,s,ʃ,h/; 

(7) voiceless stops /p,t,k/. 

The most sonorous sounds in each sequence usually constitute the syllable peak. 

For instance, the word "popular" contains three syllables because it is made up of three 

peaks. The inability of the sonority hypothesis to describe the mechanism of syllable 

division and production is another reason for its criticism. Furthermore, this approach 

is useless for figuring out how many syllables words like "going," "highest," "speak," 
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etc. have. The sonority theory states that because there is only one peak (or rather 

plateau) of prominence, the words "going" and "highest" are made up of a single 

syllable. However, the words actually have two syllables. 

Attached to a vowel is the consonant's most energetic component. The word 

"ten," for example, has the consonants /t/ and /n/. Because its end is joined to the vowel, 

the consonant /t/ is at last strong. Due to the vowel linked to its commencement, the 

consonant /n/ is initially strong. An arc, known as an arc of muscular tension, can be 

used to graphically depict the word /ten/. /t/ is weak at the beginning and becomes 

powerful in the end. Up until the vowel /e/ produces its culmination, the muscular 

tension builds. After that, the tense muscles start to relax. At the beginning, the /n/ 

sound is still powerful, but by the conclusion, it is much weaker. 

The weakest consonant is where the syllabic border is located. The first 

consonants of a syllable are initially weak. Lastly, a syllable ends with a weak 

consonant. Only at the intersection of two syllables can double-peaked consonants 

appear, as in /gud-deɪ/, /mɪs-spel/, /ʌn-noun/, etc.It is important to distinguish between 

orthographic and phonetic syllables. They do not always coincide (art-ist-ic - /a:-tɪs-

tɪk/, driv-er - /draɪ-vɝ/, lat-er - /leɪ-tɝ/), but they do occasionally (ear-ly - /ɝ:-lɪ/, late-

ly - /leɪt-lɪ/). In writing, morphological rules determine how words are divided into 

syllables. A prefix, suffix, or root should be the part of a word that is separated.  

English's syllabic structure serves three primary purposes: 1) constitutive; 2) 

distinctive; and 3) recognitive. Since syllables make up the material shapes of all 

words, phrases, and sentences, they serve the constitutive role. Differences in syllable 

division and development are part of the unique function of the syllabic structure. One 

word (or phrase, or sentence) may be distinguished from another by the presence or 

absence of a syllable in the same position, as well as by distinct syllabic boundaries. 

The following are some phonological oppositions between a syllable in the same 

location in a minimal pair and its absence: /sli:p/ - /ɝ'sli:p/, /dri:m/ - /dri:mɪ/, /bet/ - 

/betɝ/ 

The best syllabic border facilitates the recognition of words, phrases, and 

sentences, demonstrating the syllabic structure's recognitive function. Compare the 

following: Pronunciation accuracy Pronunciation error /haep-ɪ/ /hæ-pɪ/ glad /stænd-ʌp/ 

/stæn-dʌp/ Get up! /ɝ-næpl/ /ɝ-næpl/ an apple /ɝt-eɪt/ /ɝ-teɪt/ at eight. The following 

outcomes arise from the breach of the recognitive function: 1) a strong foreign accent 

is produced by incorrect syllable division; 2) it gives native speakers a humorous 

impression; 3) It interferes with communication.  

Conclusion 

The English language's syllabic structure is essential to comprehending its 

phonetic and rhythmic patterns. Words are made up of syllables, which also affect 

pronunciation, stress levels, and fluency in general. The basic syllable structure, which 
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consists of an onset, nucleus, and coda, demonstrates the intricacy and adaptability of 

English phonology. Speech therapy, phonetic analysis, and language instruction are 

just a few of the linguistic applications that benefit from an understanding of syllabic 

organization, which eventually improves language comprehension and 

communication. 
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